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extinguish the other. . . . The shining one who leadeth the glad
songs of youth, she hath shone, the brilliant one, and thrown open to
us the gates* She hath caused the changing world to rise, she hath
found wealth for us. The dawn hath awakened all things that exist.
She hath revealed herself, the daughter of heaven, radiant, young,
and clothed in brightness. . . . Thou who dost reign over all the
treasures of the earth, do thou, 0 Dawn, with thy rays bring us hap-
piness this day! . . , They have gone hence, those mortals who saw
the first glow of dawn, and, lo, they approach who shall see the shin-
ing of dawns to come! . . . The goddess Dawn hath shone for ever
throughout the past and shall shine for ever upon the days that are
to come. Immortal, ever young, she doth advance according to her
own law. . . . Arise, the breath of life hath come to us: let the dark-
ness retreat! The light doth advance. She hath yielded her path to
the sun's course. We have reached the turning at which life is pro-
longed. Today, 0 generous one, bring with thee in thy rays life and
prosperity to him who doth sing thee, and unto us all! " (Rigveda).
Of a similar nature was Varuna, god of the heavenly ocean or
starry firmament, who, as such, looks upon all human actions: " 0
Varuna," runs the hymn to this cosmic divinity, " the wind is thy
breath, which stirs the air. In thee doth repose the immensity of the
earth and of the heavens. 0 Varuna, in thee are all the worlds! Thy
happy light doth see the lovely forms of heaven and of earth come
into being around it." Indra, god of the thundering sky, who, hidden
in the storm-cloud, commands the atmosphere, is more anthropomor-
phic in character: " He appears, and the mountains, sky, and earth
have trembled with terror. All the forests shudder at his passage."
In fact, Indra soon became a warrior god, the protector of the
conquering Aryas in their struggle against the natives of the country;
he was the " King Indra " represented in Indian iconography as
covered with jewels, wearing the royal turban or the tiara, armed
with the thunderbolt (vajra), the disk (ckakra), the ax (tanka) and